20                                        WEATHEK.

SYMBOL*
h Hail.
I Lightning,

m Misfcy, hazy atmosphere.

o Overcast, the whole sky being covered with an impervious cloud,
p Passing, temporary showers.
q Squally,

r Rain, continued rain.
s Snow.
t Thunder.

u Ugly, threatening appearance of the weather.
v Visibility, whether the sky le cloudy or not.
w Dew.

We should remark here that, though in common
parlance the word (e weather *' is used collectively for the
sum of every meteorological element, wind, rain, heat,
cold, etc., in this work, and in all synoptic charts,
"weather" is used in a more restricted sense to denote
whether the actual appearance of the sky is blue, cloudy
or otherwise, and whether rain, snow, hail, etc., are falling.

Then arrows are placed over each observing station,
with a number of barbs and feathers which roughly
indicate the force of the wind. By an international
convention, the arrows always fly with the wind; that is to
say, they do not face the wind like the pointer of a wind-
vane. The scale of force usually adopted is that of Beau-
fort, which is given opposite. It will be observed that this
is a practical scale, based on the amount of canvas a ship-
can carry. At sea this is certainly a better gauge than
any instrumental readings, though there is always a
certain disagreement in the estimate of different observers.
For land-observations, and those unacquainted with ships,
an equivalent of miles per hour and metres per second
is given.